Introduction
AIDS is a chronic disease in which immune system becomes very weak and unable to protect the body from bacterial, viral and fungal infections [1] . HIV spreads mainly by vertical and horizontal transfer through contaminated blood, its products and other body fluids. It does not spread through air or casual contacts (hugging, shaking hands). The spread of HIV is more in homosexuals than in heterosexual population [2] [3] [4] . 97 400 cases were estimated and 6 000 new cases were reported in 2010 [7] . The most basic mode of AIDS transmission in Pakistan is heterosexuality, which is 52.55%, while through contaminated blood and blood products it is estimated to be 11.73% [8] . Due to increase in the number of new cases, Pakistan has moved from a "low prevalence-high risk" to a "concentrated epidemic" state [9] . Pakistan is more vulnerable to this disease due to the increasing level of poverty, low female literacy rate, Results: Among the 580 participants of the survey, majorities were male, in the age group of 20-30 years and were living in urban areas. More than 80% of responders did not ever screen themselves for HIV and close to 40% were not aware that where to go for screening. Although, majority of the respondents knew about the nature of disease, they were not fully aware about different tests, treatment, duration of infection and vaccination. According to participants, television and internet were major source of information about AIDS and this disease can be prevented in Pakistan through public awareness.
Conclusions:
Since majority of the respondents were not fully aware about the disease and its mode of transmission, there should be print and electronic media campaigns as well as workshops and seminars to educate the common public. In addition, a national level prevalence study will be very helpful to know the exact prevalence of HIV in Pakistan and its major routes of transmission. Inclusion criteria: respondents who were willing to participate.
Materials and methods
Exclusion criteria: outliers were dropped (insufficient or wrong information) along with those people who were hesitant to answer.
Results
Among all the responders, 580 surveys were shortlisted to prepare the results, which were completely filled with sufficient information.
Age and gender
There were 54% male and 46% female among 580 responders of the survey. In the age group of 10-20 years, 7.0% were female and 6.7% were maile; while in the age group of 30-40 years, 0.1% were female and 5.3% were male. Majority of the participants belong to the age group 20-30 years, of which 38.0% were female and 42.0% were male.
Residential status
It was observed from the responses that 80.3% of the participants never went for diagnosis of HIV besides that the 77.7% were living in urban areas as shown in Figure 1 . Majority of both male and female respondents were from urban areas, while compared to females, more males were from rural areas. 
Education
The results showed that 32% of the participants were students of bachelor's degree, 31% had more than 16 years of education, and 27% were doing masters or equivalent to masters and 3% were having education up to matriculation. Most of the respondents of survey were highly qualified (having 16 or more than 16 years of education). 
Awareness related to HIV/AIDS

Discussion
There is a gradual increase in the number of cases and patients with HIV infection in Pakistan, which is an alarming situation [7] . Majority of the respondents who participated in the survey had already heard about HIV through television and internet, which are the major sources of information in this modern world. Majority of respondents were from urban areas of Pakistan [10] [11] [12] . . In addition, hepatitis B and C are more prevalent in Pakistan, so most people screen them for hepatitis, compared to HIV [13] . At least, there should be screening of high risk groups like intravenous drug users, homosexuals, sex workers, children of infected parents and health care workers [14] .
According to this survey, most of the respondents knew about 
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